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OF ELECTIONS, WARS AND WOMEN 

Some are struggling with a difficult choice:  watch the 
Biden-Palin debate.  Or the Canadian leaders’ debate.  On 
at the same time. Some Canadians have already indicated 
they would prefer to watch the former; more interesting, 
they say; the family man Joe duking it out with the family 
woman, Sarah. Opponents on the campaign trail, they have 
one thing they have in common: both their sons have just 
been deployed to Iraq.   

Here in Canada, we have the family thing: Harper in his 
sweater; the ‘manly’ thing: Dion in the snow (even though, 
as one recent commentator noted, they both have that pasty 
look of boys who had to be thrown out of the house to get 
some fresh air); we have the woman thing:  Elizabeth May 
rallies a cross-party, cross-country posse to lasso a place at 
the debating table; we have the war thing: Harper has just 
announced that, no matter what, we’re out of Afghanistan 
come 2011. 

 
Though we have ushered in a more ‘muscular’ diplomacy 

abroad, done more of our share of the ‘heavy lifting’, got 
‘tough’ on terrorists and criminals and illegal immigrants, 
we’re still mercifully inconsequential, some would say. 

Rick Salutin and Margaret Wente, who occupy opposite 
ends of the political spectrum and the op ed pages of the 
Globe & Mail, both indicated that they are ‘loving our 
election’, but for rather different reasons.  Boring is good, 
writes the latter: ‘It reminds me of why I am so grateful to 
live here in Canada where most of our debates are small 
ones,’ the U.S.-born Wente writes.  ‘In Canada, abortion is 

not a ballot question. Creationism is not taught in the 
schools, teachers don’t pack guns and politicians aren’t 
required to publicly declare their personal relationship to 
God.  Our politics are not defined by culture wars.  Our 
deepest cultural divide is between people who like 
Starbucks and the ones who like Tim Horton’s. 

‘ In Canada,’ she continues, ‘the most popular woman in 
politics is Elizabeth May [for whom] everyone can root 
because she has no power.  In the U.S., the most popular 
woman is a charismatic pit bull who thinks the war in Iraq is 
guided by the hand of God… 

‘In the U.S., voters have to worry about how to extricate 
themselves from the quagmire of Iraq and who can bail 
them out of the worst credit crisis in 70 years [am I the only 
one who took days to figure out why all the froth about two 
old-timers by the names of Fannie-Mae and Freddy-Mac?] 
and how their nation can repair its shattered moral 
leadership in the world.  Up here, we can debate for days 
whether Ms May [not Fannie] ought to be allowed to play 
with the big guys [none of them named Freddie].  The 
stakes could not be smaller.  How wonderful.’   

Salutin, for his part, lists the exciting opening moments 
to the election drama just begun: Green Party leader, 
Elizabeth May, if she keeps to form, could just hand the 
boys their heads – sort of like Ralph Nader if they had ever 
let him in. Then there’s pooping puffins, our PM as a fruit, 
Harper’s hearth, Dion’s carbon taxes, Layton’s soaring BC 
numbers and delusions of something, Danny William’s 
outburst, Duceppe’s slide and the rise of Quebeckers’ 
conservative alter ego. It’s exciting; it’s short. We can’t 
spend in a whole campaign, everybody added together, what 
Hillary spent in a few months. It’s quintessentially 
Canadian. And the stakes feel high.   

For some, our country feels different; it’s changing and 
in ways that discomfit.  It’s not just the metamorphosing of 
Radio 2 into something quite unrecognisable and no longer 
worth listening to (at least that’s what my mother says); or 
the puzzling cuts to arts programmes at home and abroad; 
or the lunacy of the tar sands development and how we’re 
supposed to be grateful to Alberta for propping us up; or 
Canada’s unprecedented and uncritical support for Israel 
and its ‘measured responses’; or 99 Canadian men and a 
woman dead in Afghanistan.  
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Somehow we are being re-defined, re-made, re-shaped in 
ways that make it OK and reasonable for Charles McVety 
and his crew to set up shop in Ottawa and to be taken 
seriously; that make it OK to allow our cities to slide into 
decline and to care so little about the poor and the homeless 
and the addicted and mentally ill; that make it OK or 
perhaps just more OK than it used to be or than I 
remember – to lie and cheat and dissemble and be selfish 
and rude and vulgar in public and in public life.   

Last week, I attended a vigil at 
the Toronto Peace Garden, one 
penultimate, tiny, hope-against-
hope gesture in the direction of 
U.S. war resisters who came here 
and want to stay.  This one was 
for Jeremy Hinzman, who came 
almost four years ago, along with 
his wife, Nga Nguyen and their 
infant son, Liam.  After 
interviewing him in the spring of 
2005 for The Baptist Peacemaker, we 
became friends, his son and my 
grandson occasionally playing 
together, often at rallies or 
marches or other witness-bearing 
events of some sort.   
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The mostly Quaker and 
Catholic gathering sang songs, shouted litanies of resistance, 
prayed; a tiny group, forced to move from the Peace 
Garden because it had become a Film Festival venue, the 
object of curiosity by passers-by.  Jeremy, whose buzz cut 
has given way to a soft frame for his angular features, spoke 
for possibly 30 seconds.  ‘When we join the army, they 
teach us how to kill other human beings, how to 
dehumanise the enemy – and ourselves – so that we can kill 
– and somehow survive the experience… It is incumbent 
upon me to reject militarism wherever I find it.  
Unfortunately, 
although we came to 
Canada to seek a place 
of peace, we found 
militarism here and it is 
growing stronger, it 
seems like on a daily 
basis, and it is 
frightening.  Whatever 
happens to me, 
continue your struggle 
for peace.’ 

The next day, CBC ran a piece on the growing epidemic 
of domestic violence in the families of returning soldiers. 
World-renowned and now-retired former West Point 
psychologist, David Grossman, says it’s a kind of ‘win’, 
humanity seeping through the training, the hermetically-

sealed containers leaking, bleeding.  
There is a cyber-invitation going around that increasing 

numbers of Canadians are taking up – Red Shirt Fridays. 
It’s a contrived story and it’s a U.S. story, dressed up in 
Canadian clothing, urging us to support the troops. Despite 
their claim to the contrary, to interact with Red Shirt is to 
discover that support for the troops means support for the 
war, a war, their war, our war.   

And so, Stephen Harper’s spokesman is rightly pilloried 
for calling a still-grieving Dad a Liberal for daring to suggest 
that a set withdrawal date dishonours his son.  You leave a 
war when it’s over or it wasn’t supposed to happen in the 
first place.   

So, whether or not we measure up in terms of global 
theatre, it’s election time and it matters. So, WWJD 
anyways? WWJVoteFor?  

 
BPFNA PEACE CAMP 

2008: SNAPSHOTS & 

SNIPPETS    This year’s BPFNA summer gathering took 
place at John Abbott College in Ste Anne de Bellevue, 
Québec.  It was a superb setting, on the St Lawrence, in the 
midst of 400th anniversary celebrations and debates. 
Canadians, US Americans and Cubans worshipped, 
workshopped and played together.  See the BPFNA website 
for additional photos and reports: www.bpfna.org. Here are 
offered some (lighter) requested snippets; more in the next 
issue. 

 
This Land is Their Land ♪by Woody Guthrieand 
assorted contributors, known and unknown. ♫  

Chorus:  This Land is Their Land, it isn’t our land,  
from their plush apartment to their Cadillac carland, 
from their Bay Street office to their Hollywood starland, 
This land is not for you and me. 

1. As I was walking that endless breadline 
my landlord gave me a one week deadline, 
But Labour Action ran a better headline; 
it said: This land is not for you and me. 

2. So take your slogan and kindly stow it, 
If this is your land, you’d never know it, 
So let’s get together and overthrow it, 
This land is not for you and me. 

3. This land is their land, it is not our land 
From Columbus’ landing to the Northwest passage, 
from the trail of tears to the reservations: 
this land was stole by you and me. 

4. This land is my land and only my land 
and I just take land if I can’t buy land. 
This land was made for only me. 

5. This land is your land, it once was my land, 
before I sold you Manhattan Island; 
you banished my nation to the reservation, 
This land was stole by you from me. 

http://www.bpfna.org/


The World is a Beautiful 
Place 

The world is a beautiful 
place 

to be born into 
if you don't mind happiness 

not always being so very 
much fun 

if you don't mind a touch of 
hell 

now and then 
just when everything is fine 

because even in heaven 
they don't sing 

all the time 
The world is a beautiful 

place 
to be born into 

if you don't mind some 
people dying 

all the time 
or maybe only starving 

some of the time 
which isn't half bad 

if it isn't you 
Oh the world is a beautiful 

place 
to be born into 

if you don't much mind 
a few dead minds 

in the higher places 
or a bomb or two 

now and then 
in your upturned faces 

or such other improprieties 
as our Name Brand society is 

prey to 

with its men of distinction
and its men of extinction

and its priests
and other patrolmen

and its various segregations
and congressional investigations

and other constipations
that our fool flesh

is heir to 
Yes the world is the best place 
of all 
for a lot of such things as  
making the fun scene 
and making the love scene 
and making the sad scene 
and singing low songs and 
having inspirations 
and walking around 
looking at everything 
and smelling flowers 
and goosing statues 
and even thinking 
and kissing people and 
making babies and wearing 
pants 
and waving hats and dancing 
and going swimming in rivers 
on picnics 
in the middle of the summer 
and just generally 
'living it up'  
Yes 
but then right in the middle of it 
comes the smiling 
 mortician  
~Lawrence Ferlinghetti ~ 
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The Stock Market Report (Lee’s economic literacy training toolbox) 
Helium was up, feathers were down. 
  Paper was stationary. 
    Fluorescent tubing was dimmed in light trading. 
      Knives were up sharply. 
        Cows steered into a bull market. 
          Pencils lost a few points. 
            Hiking equipment was trailing. 
Elevators rose as escalators continued their slow decline. 
  Weights were up in heavy trading. 
    Light switches were off. 
      Mining equipment hit rock bottom 
        Diapers remained unchanged. 
          Shipping lines stayed at an even keel. 
            The market for raisins dried up. 
          Coca Cola fizzled. 
        Caterpillar stock inched up a bit. 
      SunCor peaked at midday. 
    Balloon prices were inflated. 
  Scott tissue touched a new bottom. 
And batteries exploded in an attempt to recharge the market. 

BPFNA youth 
service. 
 
FALL 

GATHERING:  
24, 25 

OCTOBER  
Tony 

Bartlett is one 
of a growing 
number of 
Christians, lay 

people, pastors and theologians, who are no longer able to 
affirm what at some point along the way became our default 
doctrine of atonement: violent exchange, Jesus killed in our 
place in order to satisfy the demands of an angry God.  
Through plenary, panel and small group discussions, we will 
take a close look at, dissect, examine the component parts 
of faith- and practice-shaping doctrine, recall the history 
behind each player in the marketplace of Good Friday 
thought, the implications for Christian living, from the 
kitchen to the commons.  We will recall, inspect and 
question the verses, the hymns and the stories that have, 
over the years and the centuries, reinforced notions of 
redemptive violence. This is an event for all who regularly 
or even just occasionally warm a pew on a Sunday morning. 

   
This will be a participatory gathering.  Over the next several 
weeks, watch for the words, songs, images and stories that we 
repeat to ourselves,  make note of them, bring them along and we’ll 
put them all under the microscope of thoughtful reflection and 
discussion.  Tony Bartlett is the author of Cross Purposes: The 
Violent Grammar of Christian Atonement. Contact the editor if 
you would like a copy of the book.  
Saturday: Calvary Baptist 72 Main Street, Toronto 
Potluck Friday Social: 1706 Gerrard St E, Toronto 
For directions or billeting, call pastor Al Roberts at 416 
691-4721 or Lee at 416 466 1630. 
 
REDEMPTIVE VIOLENCE:  A CASE IN POINT:  
RE-IMAGINING THE ALMOST- SACRIFICE OF ISAAC 
by Cam Watts 

The binding of Isaac is difficult for us, if we don't 
believe in a bloodthirsty God who demands sacrifice, who 
would never be compared to the Molechs of the time, who 
would never take us on the journey of losing a child with 
our deliberate intervention, who wouldn't set up a whole 
future for Abraham and then demand he kill it. 

For over two millennia we have tried to justify God's 
intentions and attach doctrines to this story while it leaves 
us appalled. The simpler explanations are about God testing 
us, then letting us off the hook at the last moment; not 



being tested beyond what we can bear; or that when God 
closes a door a window is opened. Or the true moral of this 
story is that we should love God even more than we love 
our own children.  

Life tests us, but where all these answers fall apart is 
when God says take the knife to a child's throat. Those 
interpretations feed our anxiety that the God to whom we 
are faithful will always be demanding more and that we can 
never be good enough. They don't satisfactorily answer why 
Abraham, who had already demonstrated over and over 
again his trust in God, would be faced with this test. A 
more compelling rationale is that the two strongest 
imperatives of the Torah are to raise children in the faith 
and break all idols. Maybe Abraham had 
made an idol out of Isaac, and needed to 
be reminded to trust God. The story 
makes some sense from this perspective, 
but that interpretation is offered nowhere 
in the narrative, and seems an extreme way 
to make the point. 
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Some say that it is God who is tested, 
God who learns to trust Abraham. In v.12 
God says: ‘Now I know.’ It is God who 
learns. The issue at stake was God's need 
for reassurance of Abraham's faithfulness 
in relationship. There is a case to be made 
that the Scriptures show a progressive 
understanding of God, but this doesn't 
address the obvious: that the price of 
God's education is too high. 

Elie Weisel sees Abraham practising a 
sort of brinksmanship with God, to see how far God would 
push him so that both of them could attain a new level in 
their covenant relationship. It takes Abraham to a new level 
of trust, a level from which there is nothing left to say. God 
and Abraham, he notes, will never speak again because 
there is no need. Weisel addresses the tension in the story 
and, though I want to argue with him about the 
methodology, I enjoy the luxury of not having had to live 
through and interpret the willful slaughter of 6 million 
members of my extended family and deal with the silence of 
God. 

The opinion of one scholar did it for me.  He wrote: to 
preach and understand this story correctly, one must ignore 
its emotionality. Horse hockey. This is a highly emotional 
passage of scripture that draws us in like few others.  
Scripture isn't just about doctrine, it's about understanding 
the heart of God and our own hearts. 

Although she is not mentioned, I have no trouble 
picturing Sarah standing in the path in front of Abraham 
telling him he'd have to kill her first. Which would explain 
why he didn't tell her what he was doing.  

Walk with Abraham and Isaac along the path and listen 
to the deep silences. Feel the relief in hearing the voice of 

sanity when the angel shouts ‘Don't lay a hand on that boy!’  
Get angry with Abraham for failing the test of caring for his 
son when he started out for Moriah in the early morning. 
Feel the depth of Abraham's anger for what he was put 
through, an anger so deep that he never spoke with God 
again. 
     Instead of finding a rationale for the story, read it 
through the eyes of our barbaric age. Sometimes walking in 
dread of a future we do not understand where children are 
sacrificed, people slay each other in the heart, children 
move away from us and we know the end of laughter. God 
does not always intervene with a ram. Who doesn't ache at 
hearing about someone who has lost their child and wonder 

who is sufficient for that; knowing we 
will have to care for them, never 
invoking the mysteries of God's will 
and testings? Recognise the gods we 
sacrifice our children to: ambition, 
busyness, academics, so much doing 
with no sense of being, of advanced 
adulthood. 

Then there are the gods of war who 
make killers out of African children; the 
gods of consumption for whom we 
fatten our children because we are too 
tired to do anything except buy our kids 
a game console claiming it will help 
them to multi-task—it doesn't by the 
way—or who persuade adults that their 
children need to be so busy that each 
has his own calendar or PDI. This 

might make parents feel like they are fulfilled, or reflect 
their ego needs for success and beauty. The gods of the age 
do not teach us balance, they always demand more of us 
and make us feel guilty at the same time. The emotions of 
this passage help us consider what lives we are giving our 
children. 

The story of the binding of Isaac is about how we live 
our lives on the edge of a knife, never sure what tomorrow 
may or may not bring. It is a story that makes us ask 
questions, about where we put our trust in this knife-edged 
world, and whether we will respond with explanations or 
the will to move beyond a culture of blood sacrifice.  
Cam is pastor of Aylmer BC and Moderator of the Gathering. 
 
BOOK REVIEW:  JESUS FOR THE NON-RELIGIOUS 
By John Shelby Spong, HarperCollins Publishers.  
Reviewed by Judy and John Furry 

This is the latest book from the mind and heart of John 
Spong – and perhaps the last (though he has said that 
before!).   The first thing that strikes these reviewers is that 
regular readers of Spong’s books will not find a lot new in 
this one, much of its content having been presented in his 
earlier books. This one does perhaps sum up and synthesize 



much of what he has written before, and will be helpful in 
that sense to many of his regular readers. For those who 
have not read any of Spong’s previous works, this may not 
be the best place to start. Some of the earlier books might 
more easily introduce a ‘newcomer’ to his over-all thinking 
and perspective. 

The book is made up of three main parts.  Part One 
seeks to separate the human Jesus from myths that have 
been built up around him. Part Two presents the original 
images of Jesus as being firmly rooted in the Jewishness out 
of which he came.  Part Three, from which the title comes, 
offers new images that the author considers to be more 
helpful for the ‘non-religious’ including Jesus as the breaker 
of tribal boundaries, the breaker of religious boundaries and 
the breaker of prejudices and stereotypes.  There is also a 
helpful and important section here on the sources of  
‘religious anger’ which infects our world and is a blot on the 
history of much of religion.  

The title is intriguing and raises two questions for these 
reviewers. First, who are the ‘non-religious’ broadly referred 
to in the title?  It would be helpful to have that term defined 
a little more clearly in order to understand the target 
audience. We suspect many of his readers are ‘religious’ in 
some sense, but are seeking a way out of religion that has 
damaged them or no longer helps them. If the book, 
however, is truly  intended to present a Jesus for (and to)  
the ‘non-religious’, then that leads to the second question.    

How are these people, however defined, to be persuaded 
to read the book (couched as it is in religious history and 
terminology) and hence potentially to be helped by its 
content? This is a challenging question for those of us who 
may wish that the church alumni group, or those without 
any Christian memory,  or the ‘I’m not very religious but 
I’m spiritual’ folk  or whoever it is that might be described 

as the literally 
‘non-religious’,  

could be 
introduced to a 

new 
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which

way of seeing 
Jesus, one 
 might be 

relevant and 
helpful to 

themselves.   
Judy Furry is a Public Health nurse and John a retired minister, 

living in Woodstock, Ont. 

   

BOOK REVIEW: JFK AND THE UNSPEAKABLE:  WHY HE 

DIED AND WHY IT MATTERS.  
By James W. Douglass, Orbis Books, 2008 
Reviewed by Paul R. Dekar 

Writer-activist James Douglass dares speak the 
unspeakable: the national security state systematically 
prepared and carried out the assassination of United States 

President John F. Kennedy. In a book of meticulous detail 
supported by a hundred pages of footnotes, Douglass 
weaves together two crucial, connected stories. One 
chronicles the transformation of Cold Warrior to 
peacemaker whose murder snuffed out a breakthrough to 
peace rooted in problem solving, interdependence and work 
for the common good. The other explores the subversion 
of democracy by the military industrial complex, so 
characterized by outgoing President Dwight D. Eisenhower. 

After the Bay of Pigs Invasion and the Cuban Missile 
Crisis, President Kennedy and Soviet Premier Nikita 
Khrushchev began to work for peace. Kennedy’s decisions 
to reach out to Khrushchev, Castro and Sukarno of 
Indonesia; to remove U.S. missiles from Turkey and Italy; 
and to withdraw from Vietnam – logical steps in an 
incremental process involving both leaders – marked 
Kennedy as a target for assassination. 

The issue on which Kennedy demonstrated the most 
courage (the virtue Kennedy most admired) was in 
preventing nuclear war and ‘the spectre of the death of the 
children of this country [U.S.A.] and around the world.’1 
During his final months in office, he tried to negotiate steps 
beyond the 1963 Partial Nuclear Test Ban Treaty to achieve 
general and complete disarmament. In an interview with 
Norman Cousins, publisher, papal emissary to Moscow and 
founder of SANE (Committee for a Sane Nuclear Policy, 
now part of Peace Action), Kennedy said, ‘I can’t accept the 
fact of failure. We have to try and find some way of getting 
through and breaking the deadlock.’2

On Monday, November 25, 1963, Deputy Soviet 
Premier Anastas Mikoyan, Premier Nikita Khrushchev’s 
personal representative at the president’s funeral in 
Washington, moved toward Jacqueline Kennedy in a 
reception line. Trembling, he looked terrified. She reached 
out for his hand, greeted him warmly and said, ‘Please tell 
Mr Chairman President that I know he and my husband 
worked together for a peaceful world, and now he and you 
must carry on my husband’s work.’ The essence of her 
message is an appropriate conclusion to this important 
book. Peace matters. Attaining true peace is up to us. 

Such work is impossible without a spiritual perspective. 
Brooding over the carefully crafted pages of the book are 
religious figures who were catalysts for Kennedy’s 
breakthrough for peace such as Trappist Thomas Merton, 
whose authorities tried to prevent him from writing about 
peace, and Pope John XXIII, whose encyclical, Peace on 
Earth, inspired the president.  

In his June 10, 1963 commencement address at 

                                                 
1 Robert F. Kennedy, ‘Foreword to the Memorial Edition,’ December 18, 1963, 
John F. Kennedy, Profiles in Courage (New York: Harper Perennial, 1999) 
xix, cited at the start of Chapter Four.  
2 Norman Cousins, The Improbable Triumvirate: John F. Kennedy, Pope 
John, Nikita Khrushchev (New York: W. W. Norton, 1972) 116-117, cited in 
Chapter Six.  



American University, included as an Appendix, Kennedy 
spoke words as valid today as when first spoken. ‘In the 
final analysis, our most basic common link is that we all 
inhabit this small planet. We all breathe the same air. We all 
cherish our children’s futures. And we are all mortal…. We 
shall do our part to build a world of peace where the weak 
are safe and the strong are just. We are not helpless before 
that task or hopeless of its success. Confident and unafraid, 
we must labour on—not towards a strategy of annihilation 
but towards a strategy of peace.’ 

For a generation that recalls John F. Kennedy primarily 
as having been a philandering president of the United States 
who got killed, JFK and the Unspeakable. Why He Died and 
Why it Matters is of highest relevance. Douglass unmasks 
forces that determined not simply to eliminate one man but 
to kill a vision. Can the unspeakable truth Douglass speaks 
free us to confront hard truths and to pick up the torch that 
has been handed to us? 

Paul R. Dekar is an independent scholar, peace activist and 
member of the National Council of the Fellowship of Reconciliation.  
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BOOK REVIEW:  SHOCK DOCTRINE: THE RISE OF 
DISASTER CAPITALISM 
By Naomi Klein, Alfred A. Knopf, Canada, 2007, 662pp. 
Reviewed by Barbara McKenna 

The title of Naomi Klein’s book, The Shock Doctrine:  The 
Rise of Disaster Capitalism,  tells the whole story: this is her 
succinct judgement of Milton Friedman’s free trade 
economic theory.  Despite gaining the 1982 
Nobel Prize in Economics, the theory and 
practice propounded by the leader of the 
Chicago School of Economics is demolished 
by Klein’s intensive and extensive research into 
its development and its consequences. The 
author is a journalist rather than an academic 
and her words are clear and incisive. But, as 
presented, the book threatens to overwhelm.  
And that is a shame, because Klein’s message is 
one that all thoughtful persons should hear. My 
suggestion, in order to assist the reader to 
persevere to the end, is to tackle Shock Doctrine, as a two-
volume study.  Read the first four chapters that detail its 
development and then take a break to digest and ponder the 
lunacy of our world.  Then turn to the four remaining 
chapters and, when you teeter on the brink of despair, take 
courage:  Klein returns us to places where people are seizing 
hope out of disaster. 

Most of us do not choose economic theory as a favoured 
form of recreational reading. Yet, since World War Two, 
most of us have become familiar with and accepted the 
theory of British economist, John Maynard Keynes, that it 
is the duty of government to protect its citizens from the 
troughs and peaks of the capitalist economy. So we in 
Canada enjoy the benefits of a network of law and 

regulation designed for this purpose and propounded by 
parties of varying political hues. 

But Milton Friedman denounced such programmes as 
robbery, using someone else’s money to seduce the 
electorate. Freedom, he declared, reigned when markets 
were unshackled, when the creators of wealth were freed to 
pursue their own good. This wealth would, ultimately, 
‘trickle down’ to benefit society.   

Since those who benefit from Keynesian largesse far 
outnumber those who perceive the genius of free trade 
theory, the possibility was slim indeed of achieving 
Friedman’s goal in a democratic setting.  To overcome the 
power of the majority, what Friedman terms the ‘tyranny of 
the status quo’, a crisis is needed, actual or perceived, in order 
to produce real change, i.e., to break Keynesian fetters and 
free markets to create wealth. This is SHOCK 
DOCTRINE:  to seize this brief period when a nation – its 
people and government are numbed by disaster, to impose 
rapid and irreversible change. 

Of particular interest to friends of Aylmer Baptist 
Church is the reference by Klein to Hurricane Katrina’s 
ravaging of New Orleans, a disaster that Friedman saw as 
an opportunity to be seized. Katrina cleared the slate to 
make possible two free market ideas appealing to the 
moneyed class: (i) replacement of the public school system 
with for-profit charter schools; (ii) replacement of public 
housing with profit-making housing developments.   

Latin America became the laboratory where Friedman’s 
economic theories were tried and tested.  Yet 
the popular culture in the region in the 1960s 
and 1970s was predominantly left-wing. 
Workers were organised and supported by 
liberation theologians in the church and a 
broad range of intellectual activists.  But 
powerful military and business leaders were 
listening to the seductive messages from 
Chicago School wafting through Latin 
America, with the more-or-less covert backing 
of the Central Intelligence Agency in its 
world-wide battle against Marxism.   

General Augusto Pinochet, armed with a battle plan 
devised by Friedman and colleagues, led the way in Chile in 
1973.  After 160 years of peaceful, democratic rule, Chileans 
were truly shocked by tanks and planes in the capital city, 
the murder of President Allende, thousands of civilians 
arrested and, in the national stadium, ‘death replaced 
football as the public spectacle’.  Shock followed shock in 
the economic field.  Public spending was halved; charter 
schools replaced the public school system, pay-as-you-go 
health care initiated, social security privatised.  Hundreds of 
state-owned business and banks were sold at fire-sale prices; 
all trade barriers removed, resulting in the loss of 177,000 
industrial jobs by 1983. Klein sums up the Chilean situation:   

By 1988, when the economy had stabilized and was growing 



rapidly, 45 per cent of the population had fallen below the poverty 
line… If that track record qualified Chile as a miracle for Chicago 
school of economists, perhaps shock treatment was never really 
about jolting the economy into health.  Perhaps it was meant to do 
exactly what it did – hoover wealth up to the top and shock much 
of the middle class out of existence.    
Chile was just the beginning.  By the mid-1970s military 

juntas wielded power and instituted Chicago-school 
programmes in Brasil, Uruguay and Argentina.  At this time, 
when Friedman’s theories were being put into practice, he 
was awarded the Nobel Price in Economics for this work 
on the relationship between inflation and unemployment.  
One year later, Amnesty International was awarded the 
Nobel Peace Prize for its crusade to expose human rights 
abuses in Chile and Argentina.  In words weighted with 
irony, Klein writes that the ‘most prestigious jury in the 
world had issued its verdict:  the shock of the torture 
chamber was to be condemned, but economic shock 
treatments were to be applauded – and the two forms of 
shock were … entirely unrelated.’ 

The 1982 Falklands War lasted only eleven weeks.  
Nevertheless, the shock was sufficient to enable Britain’s 
Margaret Thatcher to stare down the coal miners and to 
initiate a radical capitalist 
transformation of the nation’s 
economy. According to the best 
Friedman principles, her government 
privatised British Telecom, British Gas, 
British Airways, British Airport 
Authority and British Steel.   
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ivate hands.’ 

A different form of shock was 
taking shape in the 1980s that would 
impact many nations, emerging democracies and developing 
economies.  The International Monetary Fund (IMF) and 
the World Bank, created explicitly in 1944 to prevent future 
economic shocks and crashes like those that had 
destabilised Weimar Germany, came under the control of 
Chicago School economists. When countries over-burdened 
with debt sought emergency relief loans, they were handed 
sweeping shock therapy programmes.  Appropriately 
termed SAPs or Structural Adjustment Programmes, they 
were based on Friedman’s triumvirate:  state enterprise 
privatised, foreign firms allowed free market access, 
government spending cut.  One IMF official later admitted 
that ‘we created economic bedlam in Latin America and 
Africa…’   

In Poland, Lech Walesa led his country’s defiance against 
Moscow.  Solidarnosc was elected on a dream of workers’ co-
operatives.  But Bush Sr insisted on repayment of the debts 
accumulated by the former Communist government and, 
with fears of hyper-inflation, the new democracy 
capitulated. State industries were sold off and cheap imports 
flooded in and Poland descended into depression.  Under 
Communism, unemployment was unknown; in the new 

democracy, unemployment is particularly high amongst the 
young and 59% of Poles have fallen below the poverty line. 

South Africa and Russia, South Korea and Philippines, 
Thailand and Indonesia: all felt the impact of IMF and 
World Bank SAPs. In Asia, millions lost their jobs in the 
waves of privatisation; suicide escalated, slums and brothels 
proliferated.  Yet, out of these catastrophes, a new mood of 
defiant opposition to globalisation was rising, evident in the 
collapse of the World Trade talks in Seattle in 1999.   

The second half of Shock Doctrine deals with the United 
States under the presidency of George W. Bush and his 
allies, Cheney and Rumsfeld.  When the latter accepted the 
position of Secretary of Defense, he had already scaled the 
heights of the business world, gained a fortune estimated at 
$250 million dollars (US) and sat on the boards of a number 
of high-tech companies.  Nevertheless, he was a man with a 
mission, according to Klein, to ‘reinvent warfare for the 
twenty-first century – turning it into something more 
psychological than physical, more spectacle than struggle 
and far more profitable than ever before.’  

Rumsfeld set out his plan in a speech to the staff of the 
Pentagon. But little note was taken of his words because 
they were uttered on 10 September 2001. According to 

Klein, the heart of his message 
encapsulated the whole purpose of the 
Bush Administration.  It was ‘not to 
govern, but to sub-contract the task to 
the more efficient and generally 
superior private sector.’  The three men 
shared a vision of a ‘perfectly hollow 
government…  Bush’s New Deal 
would be exclusively with corporate 

America, a straight-up transfer of hundreds of billions of 
public dollars a year into pr

In the sense of peril that enveloped the United States 
after the collapse of the twin towers, Bush was able to 
increase dramatically the powers of the Executive Branch to 
wage war and to protect the home front.  The ‘richly funded 
functions of security, invasion, occupation and 
reconstruction were out-sourced, handed over to the private 
sector to perform at a profit.’ 

Not surprisingly, Klein’s assessment of the war in Iraq is 
scathing. She describes the US game plan for Iraq: ‘Shock 
and terrorize the whole country, deliberately ruin its 
infrastructure, do nothing while its culture and history are 
ransacked, then make it all okay with an unlimited supply of 
cheap household appliances and imported junk food.’  The 
US plan for Iraq’s reconstruction was likened to the 
Marshall Plan for the reconstruction of Europe after World 
War Two.  But the funds for reconstruction ended up in the 
hands of US American contractors, a case of ‘theft from 
Iraqis, justified unquestioned racist assumptions about US 
superiority and Iraqi inferiority …’ 

US plans and promises failed on every front, economic 



and political.  The only growth that occurred was in violent 
opposition to the foreign oppressors.  However, at the end 
of 2006, a time of extreme chaos and mounting death tolls, 
the Iraqi cabinet accepted a new oil law.  Klein writes:  ‘In 
effect, the law called for Iraq’s publicly-owned oil reserves, 
the country’s main source of revenues, to be exempted 
from democratic control and run instead by a powerful, 
wealthy oil dictatorship, which would exist alongside Iraq’s 
broken and ineffective government.’  In her judgement, this 
was disaster capitalism ‘at its most shameless’.   

In summing up her indictment of Friedman’s economic 
theories, Klein points to its apex when the Republican Party 
gained control of the US Congress in 1994.  Friedman died 
in November 2006, just days before the Democrats won 
control of Congress.  One month later, the United Nations 
released a study revealing that the ‘richest 2 per cent of 
adults in the world own more than half of global household 
wealth’.  The promise at the core of free-market theory – 
the ‘trickle down effect’ – did not happen.   

But the happier note I promised – already a heavy price 
is being exacted from the loudest of Friedman’s proponents 
in both government and business circles: Enron, Canada’s 
own Conrad Black, Pinochet, leaders in Uruguay, Argentina 
and Bolivia.  And people from Latin America and Europe 
are demanding greater democracy and more control over 
markets.  These demands are today’s challenge to 
Friedman’s shock doctrine.    
Barbara McKenna is a retired history instructor, University of 
Western Ontario and member of Aylmer Baptist Church.  
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Let’s go down to the 
river to pray… 
 
Mary Agnes 
Burkett is baptised 
in the St Lawrence 
by George 
Williamson. 
 

News:  
 16th Annual Mahatma Gandhi Peace Festival: Living 

Gandhi & King Today (see insert) Hamilton 4 Oct 08 
gandhi.peace.festival.2008@gmail.com for more info 
 Global Baptist Peace Fellowship:  Rome 9-14 Feb 2009 

Vivi in Pace:  Live in Peace; for more information, see:  
www.globalbaptistpeace.org  
 

 

WHAT IS IT WORTH? 
We are a culture which places a value on everything, even if only sub-

consciously. We assign our time in accordance with what is important to us; we are 
busy people and can’t do everything we would like, but we make time for things in 
accordance with their value to us – not what our ‘value system’ suggests are 
important to us but what our natural inclination defines as important to us.  Our 
worship of God is a discipline which helps us to examine our value system and to 
evaluate our living against that system, correcting our drift towards natural 
inclination.  So…: ‘What is the Gathering of Baptists worth to us?’  This is your 
Treasurer speaking. 

The Gathering has three sources of income: (memberships, gifts, and registration 
fees); five categories of expenses:(speaker/leader honoraria, travel, meals, promotion 
costs), newsletter printing and mailing expenses, website hosting costs, our practice 
of memorial donations to The BPFNA Gavel Fund, and miscellaneous expenses such 
as our archives file space and corporation annual filing fees.  Your Steering 
Committee volunteers its travel and supplies expense (i.e. no cost to The Gathering).  
No one gets paid except Gathering speakers.  Expenses are not our problem - they 
are carefully  monitored and minimized.  Income is our problem and some of you 
may want to help (I hope!). 

We have applied for charitable status. Our difficulty is that of demonstrating 
that we are offering something of value to the public (beyond our own Gathering 
list).  Your Steering Committee is working on that, trying, for example, to sponsor 
speakers of broad interest and to have members generate ‘white papers’ on issues 
which can be of educational value to the general public. When we get some good 
‘white papers’ on our website I will be picking up again our request to Revenue 
Canada. 

We have hundreds of names on our e-mail list, another 141 families in the 
‘members file’ who, at one time or another, have paid the annual $20 membership 
fee.  In 2008, 20 families have made their contribution. Your Treasury has $295 in 
its operating account, which is not sufficient to meet our expenses for 2008.  But I 
am not worried, for I have faith in the Spirit of God which will speak to you with 
the words ‘where your heart is there will be your wallet also’ - even if that has not 
been your natural inclination!  Please make cheques payable to ‘The Gathering of 
Baptists’ and mail them to me at:: 

Gary Caldwell, Treasurer, The Gathering of Baptists, 
2464 Concession 2 West, RR 1 Lynden ON   L0R 1T0 

 
In the Next Issue of The Gathering Newsletter: 
News, Opinion, Book and Movie Reviews, Sermons, 
Litanies, Prayers; What to do about Christmas?! 
And more:  Contributions of all sorts welcome. 
Letters are welcome at gnl@gatheringBaptists.ca. Letters may be 
edited for clarity and length.  Please include full name, address, 
phone number and e-mail if applicable.  Editorial board:  Lee 
McKenna, editor, Cam Watts, Colleen Clack, Daphne Hunt, bob 
paterson-watt, Charlotte Johnston (production).  Views expressed 
in The Gathering Newsletter are those of the writers, and do not 
necessarily reflect those of the editor, nor of all members of the 
Gathering of Baptists. They are published in the interests of free 
and open discussion of matters of concern to many Baptists 
seeking to live with integrity as followers of Jesus the Christ.  
Material published in The Gathering Newsletter is the property 
of its authors, who are members of The Gathering of Baptists.  If 
you wish to use material from any issue, it is polite to ask our 
permission first.  The Gathering Newsletter is published three times 
per year.  ISSN 1499-111X. © The Gathering of Baptists. 
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